Western Canada
Turfgrass Association

Research - Education- Discussion

February 10, 2010

Honourable Barry Penner

BC Minister of Environment
c/o C. Rankin and Associates
P.O. Box 28159

Westshore RPO

Victoria, B. C.

VIB 6K8

Re: Consultation on the cosmetic use of pesticides in British Columbia
Dear Minister Penner,

My name is Jerry Rousseau, new Executive Director of the Western Canada Turfgrass Association (WCTA).
TheWCTA is a BC registeneot-for-profit-society (incorporated Feb 14, 19¢30010091) made up of over
800 professional turfgrass managers interested in research, education and discussion relating to the provision
of maintained turfgrass areas for numerous uses and functions asisports, parks, recreation, cultural
activities, leisure, residences, cemeteries and the \WE&CTAmembers represent a diversity of interestuch
as golf coursesports field complexeschool boards, municipalities, sod farms, nurseries, landscamers
lawn care companiedawn bowling greens, mechanics, horticulturists andghpporting industy of
manufacturers, suppliers and distributors.
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The WCTA organization is recognized, well respected and highly active. Association activities include
production of a bimonthly magazine, convening an annual conference and trade show averaging 850
attendees, sponsoring a travelling educational series, administering a comprehensive turfgrass research
program involving multiple institutional and governmerarmers, support of the Kwantlen Polythechnic
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University and Olds College Horticulture and Turfgrass Management programs, plus a myriad of other
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numerous, including but not limitted to:

National Golf Course Owners Association
Canadian Golbuperintendents Association
BC Golf Superintendents Association
Institute of Sustainable Horticulture

IPM Council of Canada

Northwest Turfgrass Association

1 BC Landscape and Nursery Association

1 BC Recreation and Parks Association

1 Integrated Environmental Plant Management
Association

BC Golf Association

Invasive Plants Council of BC
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We liaise with both the Bé&nd Alberta Ministries of Environment and Agricultui@ct as project manager

for BC Investment Agriculture Foundation funded research propgaudishave workedvith government on

countless initiativever thepast 47yearsperhaps most notably, the exténA @6 a WF 2 NJ ¢ dzNF INI & &

guide produced by the BC Ministry of Agriculture and printed/distributed by

the WCTA. We have also recently spearheaded a national Turfgrass

Industry Steering Committee to work with Health Canada PMRA but you

may know uss the NGO that since 2003, has been looking after the (very

successful) reertification program in BC for the Landscape category of
pesticide applicators.
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production (direct, indirect and induced), over 46,600 jobs, almost 1.088
billion in household income, 161 milliém property and other indirect taxes
and257 million in income taxesBased on participation, golf is the number
one recreational activity in Canada, played by more Canadians than hockey-—==
andBritish Columbia accounts for approximately 13.5% of Canaytiters
or about 812,000 out of an estimated 6 million golfers. (source: 2009 National Allied Golf Association
economic impact studyBaseball, soccer, rugby, cricket, field hockey, lawn bowling and a host of other sports
and recreation opportunities adh WCTA member portfolios.

2009World Baseball Challenge
Prince George
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At any rate, this letter is not intended as a WCTA status update or report card, rather it is meant to outline
the position of our board of directors and membership regarding pesticide use in British Columbia. The
following philosophical statement was ratified at our annual general meeting on February 2nd, 2010:

WeKS 2/¢!'s Ay Ada STF2NIa G2 NBLINBaSyid Ittt 2F A2
Pest Management and environmentally sustainable practisespen to all points of view that

support peer reviewed, factual scientific research in support of education, innovations and practical
knowledge related to the care and management of Turfgfass

As a proven long time supporter and promoter of progressive thinking, new ideas, improved techniques and
methods, more efficient use of resources, envrionmental stewardship, sound science and overall higher levels
of education and professionalism, we an@pd to include the above statement in our mandate and are deeply
concerned that fear, sensationalism, opinion, speculation and possibly even fraudulent information may lead to
unwarranted and unnecessary legislation in our province.

2007 Washington State University / Oregoma® University
Turf Field Day at the WSU Turf Research area, Pullman, We
WCTA fundedesearchpartnership

While there is alwaysoom for improvement to enhance environmental protection, such as the
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confidence in the systems and legislation currently in place that safeghaneggistration, transportation,
dispensing, storage, application and disposal of pest control products. We trust that like our own initiatives,

these programs are not static and are constantly evolving as needs change and new technology/information
arrives.

Our membership appreciates the consultation opportunity provided by the BC government and would
be pleased to offer our collective expertise, insight, data and research to assist in the decision making process.
Many of our members would happily meetth government officials inluding yourself, host site tours, answer
further questions and do whatever is required to ensure your confidence in the British Columbia Turgrass
industry.
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As our madate clearly outlines, we fully believe in and support an Integrated Pest Management
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when absolutely nesessary to prevent severe and detiagt@lamage exampled by the following photos:
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